CERTIFICATE OF EXPRESS MAILING 
"Express Mail" Mailing Label No.: EU212805765US 

I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service with sufficient postage as first class mail under 37 C.F.R. 1.8 on the date 
indicated below and is addressed to: MAILSTOP: Patent Application, 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450. 
_Ilal£_a£Deposit: June 24, 2003 




Selena /whitaker-Paquiet 

Attorney Docket No. 13318.1001 
PATENT APPLICATION 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of Douglas P. Funk 

Group Art Unit: Unassigned 



Application No. 

Filed 

For 



Unassigned 

HEREWITH (June 24, 2003) 

Lace Securing and Adjusting Device 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



MAILSTOP: PATENT APPLICATION 

Commissioner For Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

The attached form PTO/SB/08 (substitute for form 1449A/PTO) identifies 10 U.S. 
patent references. Copies of these references are enclosed herewith for the Examiner's 
convenience. 

The documents listed on the accompanying form PTO/SB/08 are cited in compliance 
with the provisions of 37 C.F.R §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, as amended. Applicant does not 
concede that the references are "prior art" under 35 U.S.C. §102 or §103, and specifically 
reserves the right to antedate such m aterials, as by a showing under 37 C.F.R. § 1.131 or 
otherwise. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed concurrently with the subject 
patent application and no fee or certification is therefore required. 

Respectfully submitted, 




Janet Sleath 

Registration No. 37,007 
Date: June 24, 2003 

Speckman Law group 

ii Mini 



20601 



PTO/SB/08 (10-01) 
Approved for use through 1 0/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 



Substitute for form 1 449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known 


Annliratinn Nnmhpr 


Unassigned 


Filina Date 


UPRPWITU / lima OA 0nm\ ' 

ntrttwi I n \june Z4, zuu jj 


First Named Inventor 


Douglas P. Funk 


Art Unit 


Unassigned 


Examiner Name 




Sheet 1 of 1 


Attorney Docket Number 


13318.1001 



U.S. PATENT DOCMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Document Number 
Number-Kind Code (if known) 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant Figures Appear 




1 


US-1,531,410 


Mar. 31, 1925 


Osterholt 






2 


US-1. 606,162 


May 19, 1931 


Hahn 






3 


US-2,650,399 


Sep. 01,1953 


Tore! I i 






4 


US-3,066,370 


Dec. 4. 1962 


Epstein 






5 


US-3,500,508 


Mar. 17, 1970 


Bennett 






6 


US4.290.172 


Sep. 22, 1981 


Burton 






7 


US4.879.787 


Nov. 14, 1989 


Walls 






8 


US-5.065,482 


Nov. 19, 1991 


Lofy 






9 


US-5, 119,539 


Jun. 9. 1992 


Curry 






10 


US-5,979,028 


Nov. 9. 1999 


Hicks, et al. 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


T 6 


Country code 3 -Number 4 -Kind Code 5 (if known) 



























































OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials 


Cite 
No. 1 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, magazine, journal, 
serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published 


T 2 




1 








2 








3 








4 








5 















Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





EXAMINER: Initial i f reference considered, whether o r not citation i s i n conformance with MPEP 609. D raw I ine through citation i f n ot i n conformance a nd not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.aov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that 
issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST. 3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must 
precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if 
possible. 8 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 20231. DO 
NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents. Washington, DC 20231. 



